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Dissolution of Elements at Death
This physical body is composed of five great ele-
ments or the Mahabhutas, namely, earth water, fire,
air and ether The Devas or Gods are endowed with
a divine 01 luminous body The fire Tattwa is predo-
minant in them In man the earth Tattwa is prepon-
derating In the case of aquatic animals the element
of water predominates In the case of birds the ele-
ment of air predominates
Hardness of the body is due to the poition of
earth, the fluidity is due to portion of water, the
warmth that you feel in the body is due to fire, mov-
ing to and fio and such other activities are due to
air, space is due to Akasa or ether Jivatma or the
individual soul is different from the five elements *
After death these elements are dissolved They
reach their primordial sources from the inexhausti-
ble storehouse of nature The element of earth goes
and joins its storehouse of Prithvi Tattwa The other
elements also go back to their sources
The dead body is bathed and newly clothed and
is taken to the cremation ground where it is laid on
the funeral pyre The Mantras that are now chanted
are addressed to the spirit The spirit is invoked to
thiow out from its body its five Pi anas or the~vital
airs, so that they may mingle with their counter-
parts in the exteingl air The body Is then addres-
sed to dissolve itself with its five material compo-
nents of earth, water, fire, air and ether from where
it originally arose The body is then offered to fire.
The spirit which is thus driven out of the body in